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Once a hobo, always a hobo: alumni ‘welcomed home’
MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief

L

es Roberts can’t remember
how many times he’s attended Hobo Day.
But at 94 years old, after missing only a dozen or so celebrations, that’s not hard to imagine.
Roberts is a 1948 South Dakota State graduate and treks from
his family’s farm in Ashton to
watch the football game and Hobo
Day parade each year — a 126mile drive.
“I’m a Jackrabbit,” said Roberts, whose wife, children and
grandchildren also attended

SDSU. “I come back every time I
can.”
But that’s just one story out
of the thousands of SDSU alumni traveling across state lines to as
short of a walk down the block to
celebrate Hobo Day in Brookings.
This migration of hobos connects
this year’s theme, Homeward
Bound, to those graduates across
the United States.
This isn’t a surprise for graduates themselves, according to
Alumni Association President and
SDSU graduate Andi Fouberg.
SDSU was a place for alumni to
learn and grow as adults.
“Most of us would choose to

come back to college in a heartbeat if it was offered to us,” Fouberg said. “That’s not being offered to us, so coming back for
Hobo Day gives us a chance to relive some of those memories, sharing some of that and making new
ones.”
Whether that’s attending the
football game, tailgating with old
classmates or watching the parade — Fouberg believes the energy among the crowd is tangible
throughout the celebration.
Her favorite part of Hobo Day,
as a former member of the Pride
of the Dakotas, is watching the parade.

“The minute you start to hear
that drum beat come down the
street, that’s just when the level of
excitement internally rises immediately,” Fouberg said. “Your heart
races a little bit. It’s spectacular.”
Roberts, who favors the football game and thinks “they can
junk the rest of it,” would still
stand among the crowd to watch
floats drive by. His daughter, Ellen Boekelheide, has only missed
one or two Hobo Days since her
own daughter attended SDSU and
played in the Pride like she did.

Continued to A11

Committee remembers
traditions of Hobo Week
EMILY De WAARD
Managing Editor
Thirty-five years ago on Hobo
eve, the Hobo Day Committee
united hands and ascended the
180 steps to the top of Campanile at midnight — a Hobo Day tradition. They prayed for a safe, fun
and successful Hobo Day.
Recalling the event, Doug
Wermedal, a member of that
committee, was overcome with
emotion.
“That’s the first time I became aware I was doing something more than just having fun
with friends,” said Wermedal, associate vice president for student
affairs. “I can still feel the power of what we were doing for campus. Then, I was, like I am now,
overwhelmed by the bigness of
the thing. I was just an undergrad
kid having fun with my friends,
I did not have a sense that I was
part of a tradition going back to
the 1910s, that would extend until
I had my own kids.”
Many of the events in place
then have been around since the
beginning of Hobo Day, and are
still celebrated 105 years later.
Most of today’s staple Hobo
Week events are time-honored

traditions going back to the early days of Hobo Week. Rally at
the Rails, the event to kick off every Hobo Day, started in 1907, according to Hobo Day Committee
Grand Pooba Anna Chicoine.
“It started during the Night
Shirt (parade). On Friday night,
students walked to the railroad
station, met the opposing team to
welcome them to town and rouse
them up a bit,” Chicoine said.
Alongside Rally at the Rails,
Bum-A-Meal is a long-standing Hobo Week tradition. As students would make their way back
to campus from the railroad, Chicoine said they’d stop at houses with their porch light on to get
a can of soup. Once everyone returned to campus, students gathered to have a meal together over
bonfires with the food they collected from community members.
“Another part of that is the
Bum Fire on Tuesday night after Bum-A-Meal, which we added back last year,” Chicoine said.
“It brings students back together after going out in the community. We serve hot chocolate, the
cheer team comes, the Bum Band
comes. It’s a lot of fun.”

Continued to A11

Digital Library of South Dakota (DLSD)

Top: Gordon Niva as Weary Wil drives the Bummobile on Fifth Avenue during the 1975 Hobo Day parade. Bottom: SDSU Pride of the
Dakotas marching band leads the 2002 Hobo Day parade on Medary Avenue.
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‘Where your roots lie:’ history, controversy of Hobo Day
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

H

obo Day started as few
long-standing traditions
do — the first Hobo Day
was a failure.
R. Adams Dutcher witnessed
the failed event at the University of
Missouri when he was a student at
South Dakota State University.
“The event failed there because
too many actual hobos showed up
for the event, and it scared off the
college students,” said South Dakota State Archivist Crystal Gamradt
in a February presentation on the
history of Hobo Day.
Dutcher brought Hobo Day to
SDSU in 1912 and the school has
celebrated it every year since, except in 1942 when it was canceled
due to World War II.
Although some traditions are
roughly the same, controversy
has sparked many changes to the
105-year-old tradition over time.
One notable change has been
with the parade. Although students still build floats, the sizes
have shrunk considerably.
“By the 1960s, the floats could
be described as enormous and
spectacular,” Gamradt said. “Due
to safety concerns and collapsing
floats — due to their enormous size
— floats began to be built smaller,
into more manageable portions by
the 1970s.”
One float from 1963 referencing long-time rival the University of South Dakota caused a “sharp
decline” in float building.
The float was a ramshackle mess of boards atop a painted
car. There was an outhouse on the
back and a sign on top that read
“far across the plains of Brookings, far as I can see … stands an
old abandoned outhouse called the
University!”

Digital Library of South Dakota (DLSD)

(Left) Two women dress like Native Americans during Hobo Day (1914). (Right) A float rides through the parade during Hobo Day (1963). This was the tipping point for Hobo Day
floats, as regional newspapers would criticize SDSU students for being “vulgar” and “obscene,” resulting in administration toning down future floats.

Several newspapers declared
SDSU students were vulgar and
university officials decided to tone
down the floats.
Along with the changing parade, many of the past Hobo Day
traditions could be seen as offensive according to today’s political
climate. In the distant history of
Hobo Day, women would dress up
as “fair Indian maidens.”
Most recently, some deemed
the very idea of having a Hobo Day
offensive.
In 2015, a high school in West
Virginia decided to have its own
Hobo Day celebration, resulting in

Grand Pooba Anna Chicoine:
carries on Hobo Day tradition
BEN HUMMEL
Opinion Editor
As students geared up for Hobo
Day, Grand Pooba Anna Chicoine
oversaw preparation of the week’s
events.
Despite the senior English major’s busy schedule, she still finds
time to fulfill the responsibilities of
grand pooba, including overseeing
the Hobo Day Committee.
“I mostly deal with the big picture of everything,” Chicoine said.
“Another big thing is the budget;
I try and make sure that we don’t
overspend hugely, and that we stay
on task.”
Chicoine has three assistant
poobas for events, marketing and
the parade. The assistant poobas
have coordinators who report back
to them, which “streamlines information.”

GARRETT AMMESMAKI• The Collegian

Grand Pooba Anna Chicoine speaks Oct.
9 at the Rally at the Rails celebration for
Hobo Day 2017.

The title of grand pooba was
started in the 1970s, and the time
honored tradition is important to
Chicoine.
“A big part of it is being able to
make sure that everybody has the
best Hobo Day that they can, including all the coordinators on the
committee,” Chicoine said. “That’s
probably my favorite part; making
sure that everyone has that great
experience.”
In addition to the committee,
Chicoine has her brother and former Grand Pooba Corey Chicoine
as a reference.
“It’s really nice having Corey as
a resource, since I know I can go
to him with a question,” Anna said.
Corey was on the Hobo Day Committee for three years before becoming grand pooba.
It was Corey who chose Anna
for his replacement as grand pooba. Anna’s attention to detail is
what ultimately won him over.
“Anna will definitely bring a lot
more organization to the position
than I did,” Corey said. “Anna and
I have a lot of similarities, and we
pretty much excel in all the same
things, and she’s also really good at
the stuff I’m bad at.”
Corey is known for starting the
bumbassador program, but said
the success of the program depends on each new grand pooba.
“It’s all about envisioning the
legacy. You can do something
one year, but it is going to take
the grand pooba and the rest of
the committees [of the following years] to really get that to take,
which they have been doing really well,” he said. “She’s really going
to help get more people involved,
spread more awareness, and let
people know what Hobo Day is really about.”

a Maryland newspaper editorial
calling it “inappropriate.” A group
called Covenant House, a dropin center for the homeless of West
Virginia, found the idea of Hobo
Day offensive as well.
“There’s an acceptance that it’s
OK to make fun of people and to
talk in inappropriate ways [about
the homeless] in ways we no longer talk about people of other ethnicities and LGBT people,” said
Ellen Allen, executive director of
Covenant House, according to an
article by ESPN 99.1. “There’s a political correctness that doesn’t exist
with people of poverty.”

Grand Pooba Anna Chicoine
said she’s aware some people take
issue with the tradition, but hopes
Hobo Day 2017 will help dispel
those negative attitudes, which she
said come from a “base-level misunderstanding of what a hobo is.”
“After the Civil War, when
the soldiers would start working their way home, they hopped
on the trains and whenever the
train stopped, they would stop
and work whatever jobs they
could find. That lifestyle really took off,” Chicoine said. “Soldiers realized that they really enjoyed that life of adventure and

the thrill of it, and all the memories that they were making and
the things they could find along
the way.”
Chicoine said the main belief
of the original hobos was wherever you go, you never forget
“where your roots lie.”
“I think that really relates to
us as college students, because
we’ve chosen to leave our homes
and everything we’ve known for
the past 18 or whatever years,”
Chicoine said, “for a new life of
adventure and a life of memories
— to see where we can go from
here.”

Family legacies thrive in Hobo Day Committee
ELLIE THOMPSON
Copy Editor
The Hobo Day Committee
thrives on tradition, and what
better way to continue that tradition than passing on the legacy
through families?
Junior agricultural communications major Mariah Kessler
is following in her mother’s footsteps on the Hobo Day Committee and in other areas of life.
“I joined the Hobo Day Committee kind of because of my
mom,” Mariah said. “She has
been such a great role model to
me and has inspired me in so
many different ways.”
Mariah’s mother, Colette
Adrian Kessler, graduated from
SDSU in 1989 with a double major in speech and journalism. She
is now the state public affairs officer for the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service.
This mother and daughter duo share many commonalities, including attending SDSU
exactly 30 years apart, living in
the same residence hall, having
a strong passion for agriculture
and being involved on campus.
Colette was on Students’ Association and completed three
minors, while Mariah is involved
in Chi Omega and is president of
the Collegiate Farm Bureau. The
rarest commonality they share,
however, the Hobo Day Committee.
Mariah is the dignitaries coordinator for the parade, while
Colette was Hobo Week publicity chair.
“A parent can help their child
to grow up to be independent
thinkers, so her decision to go to
SDSU and join the committee
was her own, and I was tickled
by that,” Colette said. “It’s fun as a

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mariah Kessler and her mother, Colette, pose with the Bummobile at the 2017
South Dakota State Fair Car Show.

parent to see your kids grow and
develop and make choices that
are for good positive things.”
Miranda Mack, senior music education major and assistant
pooba for marketing, also has
former and current family connections on the Hobo Day Committee.
She has been on the committee with her older sister Maddie
for a year and is currently working alongside her younger sister
Marlee. She said her older sister
Maddie was largely the reason
she joined the Hobo Day Committee.
“If Hobo Day is about anything, it’s about tradition and legacy,” Mack said. “I think what
makes all of this cooler and
worthwhile is that it has been
handed down and passed on.”
Mack is also Mariah’s “big” in
Chi Omega, meaning she’s her
designated big sister.
Colette said Hobo Day has
changed since she was part of the
committee.

“It’s just a lot different now
with social media and digital
communications, cell phones,”
Colette said. “I think there’s so
much more communication
that’s happening that it helps create a buzz that wasn’t possible
when I was on the committee.”
One thing that remains a
constant through the years is
the family’s love for the parade,
which both Colette and Mariah
said is their favorite part of Hobo
Day.
Mariah aspires to follow her
mother’s footsteps by working in
communications in agriculture,
just as she’s followed her mother’s footsteps through involvement at SDSU.
“Being a legacy is so cool. Just
being able to say I did something
that my mom did in college is
awesome,” Mariah said. “If I have
kids in the future and they decide to come to SDSU, they will
have the opportunity to follow in
our footsteps which I think is so
cool.”

CLARIFICATION: In the story “Colleges push sexual violence prevention while K-12 struggles,” of our Sept. 20 issue, The Collegian did not intend to insinuate sexual violence occurs without being
addressed in the Brookings School District. The story focused on education of sexual consent and sexual violence on campus and in the Brookings school district.
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President Dunn moves
into ‘cozy’ new home
MEGAN TEPPO
Reporter

A

$3.5 million mansion
will help South Dakota State University tell
the university’s story to dignitaries, alumni and potential donors on a far grander stage than the century-old
house it replaced.
Officially called the
President’s Home, President Barry Dunn and First
Lady Jane moved into the
11,000-square foot house the
day of their 40th anniversary.
According to University
Events Coordinator Jamison
Lamp, Dunn and his wife did
most of the decorating for
their new home.
“President Dunn and Jane
added touches to the home
that make it personal and
cozy,” Lamp said.
The new house sits across
the street from the Campanile on Medary Avenue and
replaces Woodbine Cottage
as the home to SDSU presidents.
The President’s Home offers three levels, outside restrooms, fireplaces, a living room that hosts up to 35
people and an outdoor patio.
The house is decorated with
five Harvey Dunn paintings
that will rotate throughout
the years.
The original Woodbine
Cottage will stay part of
SDSU as a historic building.
But the growth of SDSU and
the old features of the house
spurred the need for renovation.
Woodbine Cottage was
not handicap-accessible and
was limited in terms of hosting dinners and events. The

Woodbine
here to stay

new home offers an elevator
and will seat 14 people at the
dining table, while Woodbine
Cottage could only seat eight.
Steve Erpenbach, president and CEO of the SDSU
Foundation, said understanding the importance of
the project requires understanding the importance
of building relationships at
SDSU.
“There will be lots of
events at these locations
that will be used for building
those relationships,” Erpenbach said.
Since the house will be
used for events, the Facilities
and Services Department at
SDSU will be in charge of the
house’s upkeep.
“SDSU Facilities and Services maintains the operational and maintenance side
of the President’s Home similar to many other buildings
on campus,” said Troy Syhre,
director of custodial services
at SDSU. “This includes anything from the grounds work,
cleaning and electrical.”
Facilities and Services
will also be in charge of setting up for and cleaning up
after events in the President’s
Home. The house also has a
fully-equipped staging kitchen for the Aramark team to
cater.
The home is part of the
$11.5 million Alumni Green
project. The Alumni Center will receive $8 million of
project funds. Funding came
from private donations; 90
percent of the total has already been raised, while
fundraising is still ongoing
until the total cost is covered.
President Barry Dunn and
Jane Dunn donated $50,000
for the project.

BRIANNA SCHREURS
Digital Producer

Located on the northwest corner of
Medary Avenue and Harvey Dunn
Street is the Woodbine Cottage. It has
housed 15 university presidents since
1903. But with the completion of the
new President’s Home, what will become of Woodbine Cottage?
Jamison Lamp, university events
coordinator, said the final decision is
pending.
“The president has a group making the decision to who will maintain
the cottage,” he said.
Lamp said he has a “gut feeling”
a decision will be made by the end of
the year. One thing’s for sure, though,
the Woodbine Cottage is here to stay.
“The cottage is on a national historical register,” he said. “So, it won’t
go anywhere.”
The National Register of Historic Places is a national program that
preserves objects with significance in
American history, architecture, archeology or culture.
The building has value as it holds
historical significance for the college.
Woodbine served as a girl’s dormitory from 1887 to 1901 then as a music
hall in 1902. It also briefly served as
an infirmary in 1918 when a flu epidemic spread across campus, according to the university website. Six people died inside the house from the epidemic.
While a verdict is being determined, Woodbine is used to host different campus events. The last couple
events took place in August for staff
dinners and campus retreats.
“It’s still being used,” Lamp said.

Top: Visiting guests can sit in the two lounge areas in the great room in the
President’s home. Dunn and First Lady Jane added many personal touches to the
three-story house.
Middle: The President’s Home faces the Campanile and Medary Avenue.
Bottom: The formal dining room inside the President’s Home seats ten guests. The
Woodbine Cottage could only seat eight, and was not handicap-accessible.
EMILY WEBER • University Marketing and Communications
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DAILY CRIME LOG
9.24.17
• 12:28 p.m. @ 631 22nd
Ave. Theft From Building
$400-$1000.
9.25.17
• 12:35 a.m. @ 857 11th St.
Drug/Narc Violations.
• 6:20 p.m. @ 861 Jackrabbit
Ave. Stalking.
9.26.17
• 11:30 a.m. Intentional
Damage to Property $400
- $1000 - 2nd Degree
Vandalism.
• 4:42 p.m. @ 1440 N
Campus Dr. Harassment.
• 10:25 p.m. @ Brown Hall
#209. Common Nuisance Place Where Liquor Laws are
Violated; Underage Purchase
or Possession of Alcoholic
Beverages.
9.27.17
• 5:10 a.m. @ SE Lot.
Suspicious persons/vehicle.
• 1:36 p.m. @ 1451 8th St.
Possession or Use Drug
Paraphernalia; Ingest, Inhale
Substance to Become

Intoxicated; Possession of
Marijuana 2 oz or less.
• 10:21 p.m. @ 980
Campanile Ave. Underage
Purchase or Possession of
Alcoholic Beverages.
• 11:12 p.m. @ 1396 Stadium
Rd. Miscellaneous Incident.
9.28.17
• 12:51 a.m. @ 1000 Block/
Jackrabbit Ave. Underage
Purchase or Possession of
Alcoholic Beverages.
• 4:29 p.m. Intentional
Damage to Property $400 or
less - 3rd Degree Vandalism.
• 4:42 p.m. @ 857 11th St.
Drug/Narc Violations.
9.29.17
• 6:16 a.m. @ 1452 Student
Union Ln. Petty Theft All
Others Less Than $400;
Warrant.
• 10:44 a.m. @ 901 Jackrabbit
Ave. Liquor.
• 11:02 a.m. @ 715 20th
Ave. Intentional Damage to
Property $400 or less - 3rd
Degree Vandalism.

• 1:50 p.m. @ 1405
Jackrabbit Ave.
Miscellaneous Incident.
• 3:19 p.m. @ 861 Jackrabbit
Ave. Theft from Building.
• 5:56 p.m. @ 1390 College
Ave. Lost Property.
• 9:38 p.m. @ 1026 9th Ave.
Possession or Use Drug
Paraphernalia; Possession of
Marijuana 2 oz or less.
9.30.17
• 2:20 a.m. @ 1451 8th
St. Underage Purchase or
Possession of Alcoholic
Beverages.

NOW HIRING!

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED / SERVICES
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning.
Hours from approx. 5 to 9
p.m., 1 to 5 days per week
available. For more information call (605) 690-1554.
Carpenters/Laborers needed
at Dakota Land Design. Competitive wages and flexible
schedules. Email kyle@DakotaLandDesign or Call 605-2221234.

Pick up an application at Pizza King/ Store hours 4-10pm
605-692-4226 • 308 Main Ave., Brookings

@sdsucollegian
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Bum-A-Meal: a timeless tradition
JONATHAN NESWICK
Lifestyles Reporter

B

um-A-Meal happens Tuesday evening of Hobo Week,
allowing students to dress up
in their hobo clothes and go out in
the community to eat a free meal
from a host family. These locations
can vary from houses to churches,
or even classrooms on campus.
Miranda Mack, a senior music education major and this year’s
assistant pooba of marketing for
Hobo Day, said this tradition dates
back to before Hobo Day.
“Before Hobo Day, there was
the Night Shirt parade, where the
students would be in their pajamas
and they would meet the opposing
football team at the train station,”
Mack said. “When the students
would walk back to campus, some
community members would leave

their porch light on, and the students would get a can of food from
the residents and come together
to make a bum stew out of everything they got when they got back
to campus.”
Nick Wendell, director of the
Center for Student Engagement
and Hobo Day Committee adviser,
said that some community members go all out.
“Hosts decorate their homes
in hobo decor, wear hobo clothes
and serve their guests a traditional
‘hobo stew,’ which can differ from
home to home,” Wendell said.
Mack said this year’s event had
33 hosts in the community and
close to 300 student participants.
“Every year we have more students than we are able to accommodate for, which is sad, but it is a
good problem to have because that
means the students really buy into

this event,” Mack said.
Sophomore political science
major Alexis Dooley participated last year and said she had an
amazing first experience dressing
in hobo attire with friends.
“We shared a host with another
group and she fed us chili dogs and
a really good dessert bar,” Dooley said. “I loved getting to meet so
many new people.”
Mack said she believes this
event is special for the community
as a whole.
“Bum-A-Meal is an event that
is unlike anything else that happens at any other university,” Mack
said. “Year after year, people come
back and tell stories about when
they took part in this and what
food they had, and I think it’s an
event that ties all of us together in
the community.”
One Bum-A-Meal host is Kev-

NATALIE GOOSEN • The Collegian

Maddie Johnson (left), freshman agriculture business major, and Gabi Demi (right), freshman animal science major, make tacos
during a Bum-A-Meal hosted by Kevin Kessler at Lincoln Music Hall Oct. 10.

in Kessler. He is the Director of
Athletic Bands at SDSU. This was
his second time hosting a meal.
“Part of the reason we decided
to host was because there seemed
to be a slight lack of hosts,” Kessler
said. “So my wife and I decided to
jump in last year and host a meal.”
Since Kessler lives out of town,
his family hosts their Bum-A-Meal
on campus. He prides himself on
his location at the Schultz Lounge
in Lincoln Music Hall and thinks
it’s more convenient for students.
“It gives an opportunity for students who don’t have vehicles to
participate in the event and we are
allowed to host more people in a
larger space,” Kessler said.
Traditionally, hosts make some
sort of “bum stew” for their guests,
but Kessler likes cooking something different every year. Last
year, he served chili because it was
easy to prepare, and this year he
served a taco bar for the same reason.
Kessler said he enjoys the event
because he is able to meet people from the university that he
wouldn’t otherwise.
“Last year, we hosted several members of the women’s soccer
team, and it was really fun to get
to know them and find out where
they’re from and their different
majors,” Kessler said.
Mary Christensen has hosted
Bum-A-Meal four times. She is the
coordinator for advising and student retention for the College of
Agriculture and Biology.
Christensen and her husband are both proud SDSU alumni, which prompted her to host the
event.
“It is a really fun way to give
back to the university and stay connected with SDSU,” Christensen

said.
Christensen keeps the menu
simple so they can enjoy the night.
This year, she made chili because
it is easy to accommodate for varying numbers of students. She also
served caramel Rice Krispy bars
and cheesy French bread.
Although the meal itself is important, Christensen said she likes
to make sure everyone in the room
feels comfortable.
“I like to get to know the students that are here, especially if the
group that we have does not know
everyone in the room,” Christensen
said. “The students all sprawl out
in different parts of the dining
room and living room and we usually have good conversation.”
On top of conversation at the
meal, Christensen said one of her
favorite parts is getting to see students in their hobo gear.
“It’s really fun to see their bum
costumes and how much work and
time they put into making it look
special,” Christensen said.
Participation in activities that
bridge the campus community to
the broader community of Brookings is what keeps Christensen
coming back to host Bum-A-Meal.
“Both my husband and I work
on campus, so we feel like we are
already a part of the campus community, but we like expanding
that community out into the city,”
Christensen said.
Christensen hopes more people in the community would consider hosting.
“If anyone in the community
wants to find a fun way to connect
and give back to the university, this
is a great way to do it,” Christensen
said. “I would encourage those
people to open their homes and
host a meal.”

Brookings businesses to be hopping with Hobo Day alumni
LAURA BUTTERBRODT
Lifestyles Editor
Jackrabbit alumni who are
“homeward bound” for Hobo
Day, as well as current students, visitors and Brookings
residents, will find plenty to
do in Brookings over the weekend.
Jennifer Johnson, executive
director of the Brookings Convention & Visitors Bureau, said
the economic impact of Hobo
Day visitors is estimated to be
$946,440, including revenue
from the football game, lodging and shopping.
Johnson said Hobo Day is
a great day for the Brookings
area because many Brookings
residents celebrate Hobo Day
with South Dakota State University.
“A lot of our community is
really invested in SDSU and

likes to participate in those activities as well,” Johnson said.
Michele Evink, a 1989
alumna who is now a pharmacist in Osceola, Iowa, said she
loves Hobo Day because it is
a time to reunite with friends.
Evink said she has missed no
more than six Hobo Days since
graduating, and looks forward
to returning again this year.
“I like that it’s a celebration
for South Dakota; that people from all over South Dakota can come,” Evink said. “And
certainly it’s homecoming, but
I don’t feel like that’s the only
thing it is. It feels to me more
like a South Dakota celebration than just a homecoming.”
Chris Anderegg, Cook’s
Kitchen manager, said sales
increase about 10 percent on
Hobo Day, especially if weather during the parade isn’t the
best. He said people frequently

come in to enjoy hot coffee or a
roll Saturday morning.
Todd Fergen, co-owner of
Nick’s Hamburger Shop, said
he sees “absolutely tons” of
alumni on Hobo Day.

“

IT FEELS TO ME MORE
LIKE A SOUTH DAKOTA
CELEBRATION THAN
JUST A HOMECOMING.
MICHELE EVINK
1989 Alumna

George’s Pizza assistant
kitchen manager Dylan Gilk
said, “It gets crazy; we get a lot
more customers on Hobo Day.
I’d say we get close to quadruple in sales.”

If the bar scene is of any
interest, both Nick’s and
George’s will also both have
late-night food windows open
until bars close at 2 a.m. Saturday night.
Prairie Lanes Bowling Alley’s Les Nelson said they
“can’t cook the food fast
enough on Sunday” during
their brunch 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunday morning.
Wooden Legs Brewing
Company offers blue and gold
SDSU Fancakes beginning at 9
a.m. Saturday. Meal costs are
a freewill donation to a local
charity.
The Brookings Farmer’s
Market will be open 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. Saturday morning for
people who want to shop from
local farmers and entrepreneurs before the football game.
The Pink Ladies State Dart
Tournament will happen Hobo

Weekend at the Swiftel Center.
The Pink Ladies are a group
of local women who donate all
proceeds from their dart tournament to help fight cancer.
For the more adventurous
crowds, the Fear Asylum will
be open Friday and Saturday
7 p.m. to 12 a.m. Johnson recommends adults who are comfortable in a haunted house atmosphere attend, and leave the
kids at home. The Fear Asylum
is South Dakota’s number one
haunted attraction and has the
largest budget of a haunted attraction in the state. It is open
to teens and adults.
While there are also many
other attractions and things to
do in Brookings during Hobo
Day, don’t forget about the
Hobo Day parade at 9:30 a.m.,
the football game at 2 p.m. and
the volleyball game at 7 p.m.
Saturday.
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FIVE WAYS

to relive the college days

1

Visit your residence halls
Take a walk across campus and
down memory lane to your old
residence halls. Can you still
remember your room number?

Reconnect with classmates

2 Get in contact with fellow

alumni and get together.
Reminisce over a cup of coffee
or a beer.

Aries

Seeing eye to eye with
somebunny is difficult.
Only compromise if you
have a good reason.

Libra

A lucky financial year
ahead will bring you
Hobo Dough. Be
careful to budget.

Taurus

Keeping feelings inside
can hold you back from
an opportunity. Talk
with a fellow Jack.

Scorpio

Taking time to yourself
can help you calmly
resolve an issue with
your bunny buddies.

stuff.
13
14
20
21

UPC Cavorts SDSU’s Hoborific talent show
7pm PAC
RHPC Hobo Night Live Free hypnotist & comedian!
8pm Union VBR
Blizzard Hockey Game
Tickets at Info Exchange next week
Outdoor Programs: Backpack Trip Go wild!
Information and signup at Wellness Center

3

Eat at favorite restaurants
Many classic Brookings bars
and restaurants will be open
on Hobo Day. Go back to
your favorite spot and treat
yourself to a favorite meal.

Jack’s Weekly

Horoscopes
Gemini

You’ve had too much
pressure on yourself,
Jackrabbit. Time will
help you relax again.

Sagittarius

A change in your
focus could be fixed by
getting somebunny to
mentor or coach you.

Cancer

Take time from your
busy schedule to
unwind in your rabbit
den with friends.

Capricorn

A clash with somebunny
should be handled with
care, but can bring
positive connections.

4

Walk through campus

5

Get into the Jackrabbit spirit

There have been a lot of changes on
campus recently. Take a stroll and
see what’s new, or see what hasn’t
changed since your time at State.
Break out your Jacks gear, or visit
the SDSU Bookstore or Hobo
Shoppe for some new apparel.
Celebrate Hobo Day by cheering on
the Jacks.

Leo
Use a disagreement as
an opportunity to find
connections between
you and a fellow Jack.

Aquarius

A positive week is
ahead for you. Channel
ambition to impress
your fellow Jackrabbits.

Virgo

Your communication
and networking can
bring great opportunity
and abundant carrots.

Pisces

A stubborn Jack could
disagree about a goal.
Handle with caution
and talk it out.
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More fear,
more loathing

H

Editorial

obo Day is known as the biggest one-day event in the Dakotas and longest-standing
tradition of South Dakota State University.
With a full week of historical
events, the celebrations culminate
in Saturday’s parade led by the Pride
of the Dakotas prior to the football
game.
For one member of our Editorial
Board who grew up attending Hobo
Day, the parade brings back memories of watching the sunrise each year
as the parade began. Not all of us
share these memories, though.
One of us just remembers getting
hit in the head with a football at the
game while playing with other kids.
Another had never even heard of
Hobo Day before coming to campus,
and one of us, as a senior, has never
celebrated Hobo Day.
Even though we didn’t all grow
up with Hobo Day, its rich history becomes a staple in the college experience of all Jackrabbits.
Over time, unfortunately, the connotation of “hobo” has changed, and

while the word commonly rings a
negative tone today, Hobo Day is
meant to preserve the tradition of hobos who rode the rails for a sense of
adventure, traveling from job to job,
venturing for new work and experiences.
The yearly Hobo Day taglines reflect this tradition, like 2015’s “Always
an Adventure,” and “Never Stop Wandering” in 2014.
While many students come to
campus with the impression of Hobo
Week being “Hobo Daze,” a week to
drink and party, many leave with an
appreciation for the more than century-old traditions that come with the
event.
Hobo Day Committee alumnus
and Associate Vice President for Student Affairs Doug Wermedal encouraged all students to get involved with
Hobo Week events, make their own
memories and build upon the 105
years of history.
Reminiscing on his own Hobo
Days as a student, Wermedal said he
realized he was “laying another layer of the legacy” in his undergradu-

GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

ate years.
For The Collegian staff, Hobo
Day is often the first time we get to
know each other outside the office
as we get together to build our float
and walk in the parade. Although we
spend more than 10 hours together
every week putting together this paper, Hobo Day is often the first time
in the school year we come together
as friends and create memories outside of the office.
Joining the Hobo Day Committee and participating in Hobo Week
events was the best decision of Wermedal’s undergraduate career, he
said.
“The Hobo Day Committee is
one of the greatest testaments to SDSU’s tradition of student-led organizations, like Little [International],
The Collegian, Capers — it leads to
lifelong friendships and long-lasting
memories,” Wermedal said.
We, at The Collegian, encourage
students to join in the hobo spirit and
participate in this week’s events and
create lifelong memories with friends.

The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian

Sophomore business economics major Abby Flanery paints sophomore nursing major
Lizzie Lasley’s face during Rally at the Rails Oct. 9.

Why you need to do more than think and pray

BRIANNA SCHREURS
Digital Producer
The massacre in Las Vegas
killed 59 people and wounded 489 at the Route 91 Harvest
country music festival, according to USA TODAY.
The pain has been felt
across the country.
This is now the deadliest
mass shooting in modern U.S.
history.
Terrible things happen every day, and sometimes, like
last week, we believe it has
reached a new level. Don’t accept this as a new normal, because it’s not.
I agree with President Don-

Volume 133 • Issue 6

ald Trump when he called this
“an act of pure evil.”
So, the question stands:
What do we do?
What can be done to combat pure evil?
The answer better not be
nothing.
The answer must be more
than giving thoughts and
prayers.
Last week it was Las Vegas, a year ago it was Orlando.
There is no rhyme or reason to
these types of events, so who
can say it won’t happen here?
Stop evil before it takes
root with kindness.
Thoughts and prayers can
only go so far. Action takes
true courage and jumpstarts
change.
If every student at South
Dakota State makes a commitment to expressing good-heartedness and to supporting othThe Collegian is the
independent student
newspaper at South
Dakota State University
in Brookings, S.D.
The Collegian is
published by and for
South Dakota State
University students under
the First Amendment
guarantees of free speech

and a free press.
Opinions expressed on
these pages are not
necessarily those of the
student body, faculty,
staff or administration.
The Collegian is
published weekly on
Wednesday during the
academic year of SDSU.

ers, we will change our campus, our state and our world.
But this isn’t an easy fight.
Overcoming our own awkwardness, fears and selfishness
can be a struggle.
When I am faced with the
decision to show kindness or
go on my merry way and do
nothing, I remember instances
where one small gesture made
all the difference in my life.
From a wave as I am rushing to my next class or a smile
that beams in my direction at
an awkward social situation,
to a small compliment I wasn’t
expecting, all of these things
are major day-changers.
Make an effort to show
kindness today. As you walk
to class, put your phone away,
keep your headphones out and
look at the people you walk by.
Don’t be afraid to say “hi.”
If you eat your lunch in The

Union and see someone sitting
alone, sit with them and start a
conversation.
If you aren’t bold enough to
talk to strangers, make time for
your friends and loved ones.
Drop them a call. Invite
them out for coffee and pay
for their drink, or just listen to
how their day is.
Work to connect with others to expand your capacity to
go beyond selfish, individualistic motives. Learn to open your
hearts and engage.
In a time where our nation
is recovering from destructive
and senseless aggression, have
hope and be kind.
Love will always prevail in
the face of pure evil.
Brianna Schreurs is the digital
producer at The Collegian and
can be reached at
bschreurs@sdsucollegian.com.

Makenzie Huber

Emily De Waard

Andrew Holtan

Bailey Hill

Brianna Schreurs

Editor-in-Chief

Managing Editor

Sports Editor

Senior Visual Editor

Digital Producer

Ben Hummel

Garrett Ammesmaki

Alec Small

Abby Fullenkamp

Debbie Leuning

Opinion Editor

News Editor

Advertising Manager

Photo Chief

Ellie Thompson

Laura Butterbrodt

Media Program
Assistant

Susan Smith

Copy Editor

Lifestyles Editor

Adviser

Shots were fired from a white
man’s rifle out of a window in
Las Vegas and the flag flies
at half-staff over Walmart in
Brookings.
There is no great evil to
blame. ISIS takes credit, but
there is no evidence. There is no
manifesto. It looks like a retired
accountant cracked and decided to paint the Vegas strip with
the blood and bodies of innocent
people.
The country erupts — once
more in conflict over whose guns
should be taken away, whose
guns should be saved and what
rights actually mean. Meanwhile,
59 graves are dug and Republicans warn against pushing gun
control.
In light of the violence, “we
shouldn’t first be thinking of
promoting our political agenda,”
House Majority Whip Steve Scalise said, according to Politico.
But this is not about promoting a political agenda. This is no
longer a question of Democrat
versus Republican.
The question is this: At what
point does our generation get
tired of watching people be murdered by high-powered assault
rifles, simply because the Second Amendment gives people the
right to own muskets?
Scalise warns it’s too early for
legislative action, but what other action do we have? He claims
the best way to help victims is to
pray, but inaction does nothing
to make the streets of Las Vegas
safe again.
“You’ve got to recognize that
when there’s a tragedy like this,
the first thing we should be
thinking about is praying for the
people who were injured and
doing whatever we can to help
them, to help law enforcement,”
Scalise said.
Prayers do nothing for the
victims in Las Vegas, or the victims of any mass shooting in recent American history. Prayer
won’t bring back the people who
died in a Colorado theater, they
won’t bring back the children
killed at Sandy Hook.
Voices are raised, rhetoric
sings from the top of Capitol Hill
and at the end of the day nothing
is accomplished.
“I think people are going to
have to take steps in their own
lives to take precautions to protect themselves,” South Dakota
Representative John Thune said,
according to The Raw Story.
“And in situations like that, you
know, try to stay safe. As somebody said — get small.”
I guess that’s the answer from
South Dakota, if someone tries to
shoot you, admit you’re powerless and curl up in a ball.
We’re all a little more angry
than we were the day before, not
only over the senseless violence,
but because once again the country can’t agree.
Senators and representatives
are gridlocked and the dayssince-a-mass-shooting counter
resets to zero.
Strangely, the United States is
the only developed country that
has such a counter.
Garrett Ammesmaki is a
news editor at The Collegian
and can be reached at
gammesmaki@sdsucollegian.com.

Letters to the Editor
Send letters to letters@
sdsucollegian.com
or to USU 069 Box
2815, Brookings, S.D.
57006. You can also
post comments online
at www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to less
than 250 words.
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Newsroom: 605.688.6166
Editor-in-Chief: 605.688.6178
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sdsuadvertising@gmail.com
Twitter: @sdsucollegian,
@collegian_live;
@CollegianSports
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Why you should stand for your national anthem
DANIE RANG
Columnist
My friend recently posted on
Facebook why she supports NFL
players and other professional
athletes who protest the national anthem.
She compared the need for a
platform to Rosa Parks. But Parks
was not protesting the bus or public transportation; she was protesting the lack of civil rights for
those riding the bus.
Therefore, by kneeling or sitting during the anthem, NFL
players aren’t protesting the flag
and anthem, but something else
entirely.
The difference is, that bus
didn’t symbolize thousands of
American lives lost at war.

While I agree that groups like
Black Lives Matter and average
citizens need a platform to voice
their frustration surrounding the
treatment of African-Americans
in the United States and they have
the right to exercise their First
Amendment rights, the national
anthem is the wrong outlet.
“The Star Spangled Banner”
was written by Francis Scott Key
in 1814 about the time he witnessed Fort McHenry fall under
attack by the British during the
War of 1812.
Even after such a brutal battle,
American troops were strong and
resilient.
The national anthem was first
played at the 1918 World Series.
The crowd was somber and in
mourning over the 100,000 soldiers who had already been killed
in World War I.
During the 7th inning stretch,
the U.S. Navy band began to play
the national anthem. Players and
spectators alike stopped and faced

the flag with their hands over
their hearts, and the crowd was
revitalized by love and patriotism.
“The Star Spangled Banner”
was officially adopted as the national anthem in 1931 and by the
end of World War II, it was played
at every NFL game to honor the
veterans who came home, and
those who didn’t.
The national anthem is not
the Pledge of Allegiance; it is not
an oath to love our country.
It doesn’t promise “liberty and
justice for all.”
The national anthem isn’t
even a song to honor our country
and citizens.
The national anthem is a
promise that no matter how brutal and how deadly the battle is,
our service men and women will
stay and continue to fight until
they give the ultimate sacrifice —
their lives — for their country.
It’s an illustration of how resilient we, as Americans, are in the
face of a common enemy, foreign

or domestic.
No matter where I am, night
or day, the national anthem gives
me goose bumps.
When I think about our anthem, I think about my friends
and family who are not home with
me now because our freedom is
at stake.
I think about children who are
growing up without parents and
parents who have lost their children.
I think about those who did
make it home but can’t sleep
through the night, or who are
never whole again after the things
they have seen and lost.
I understand the anger and
the outrage. I will never know the
struggle and hate African-Americans face every single day in this
country, but their anger is not directed at the military.
The hate and injustice is not
coming from our troops.
There are people of all races,
genders and sexual orientations

serving our country today for the
same terrible pay. They are all
risking the same high stakes for
the same cause, and they all deserve your respect.
I agree there are topics for discussion here with valid arguments
and concerns.
That being said, the national anthem is not and will never be
an appropriate platform for this
cause.
“Your message” about the systematic oppression of black people in America hasn’t been hijacked, but the message of gratitude for our veterans has been.
Our veterans don’t ask for
much, many don’t ask for anything at all, but they deserve two
minutes of your respect for the
entire lifetime they gave up for
you.
Danie Rang is a political science and
agricultural communications major
and can be reached at
danielle.rang@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Sustainability courses provide guidance to students
JENNIFER MCLAUGHLIN
Guest Columnist
College campuses are a place to
learn and grow.
Students learn more about
their future career and faculty
expand their knowledge during
research.
Sometimes the overlap between disciplines isn’t always
seen, but sustainability offers a
wonderful avenue for interdisciplinary work.
Sustainability, which simultaneously looks at how we care
for our natural environment,
create a strong economy and
contributes to social justice, is a
field connected to all disciplines.

Each career plays a role toward
creating a better future.
Are you in pharmacy?
Research how you can make
drugs in a more environmentally-friendly way.
Are you in history?
Study how we treated the environment and people in the
past so we can learn from our
mistakes.
As you ponder how sustainability fits into your discipline
and career, I encourage you to
browse the list of sustainability-related courses offered at
SDSU.
Sustainability Courses
CEE 225 Principles of Environmental Science and Engineering
Credits: 3
CM 360 Building Design & Evaluation Concepts

Credits: 3

and Management and Lab
Credits: 3

IDL 100 Concepts of Sustainability
Credits: 3

ECON 372 Introduction to Resource and Environmental Economics
Credits: 3
ECON 472/572 Resource and Environmental Economics
Credits: 3
EE 436/436L – 536/536L Photovoltaic Systems Engineering
Credits: 3,1
GEOG 415 – 515 Environmental
Geography
Credits: 3
HIST 379 Environmental History of the U.S.
Credits: 3
HO 350 Environmental Stewardship in Horticulture
Credits: 3

WL 400/400L Habitat Conser
vation and Restoration Lab
Credits: 3

ME 416 – 516 Renewable Energy Systems
Credits: 3

WL 723/723L Fisheries Ecology
& Management and Lab
Credits: 3

NUTR 111 Food, People, and the
Environment
Credits: 3

ABE 434/434L Natural Resources Engineering and Lab
Credits: 4

NRM 110 Introduction to Natural
Resource Management
Credits: 3

ABS 475/475L Integrated Natural
Resource Management and Lab
Credits: 3
ARCH 411 Site, Environment, Urbanism, & Public Space
Credits: 2

NRM 466 – 566 Environmental
Toxicology and Contaminants
Credits: 3
SOC 245 Energy, Environment,
and Society
Credits: 3

Jennifer McLaughlin is the
sustainability specialist and can be
reached at jennifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.
edu.

WL 712/712L Wetlands Ecology
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fellowship. Come join us.
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and box
must contain the numbers 1 to 9.
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2
9
2 4
8 1
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1
4
2
9
7
5
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1
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14
15
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19
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7
8
6
3
4 5
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Across

22
24
27
28
31
33
37
39
40
41
42
45
46
48
49
50
51
53
54
56
58

Sudoku Solution

62
66
67

1

Rolled items
Grunge
Lecture locale
Stead
Mystiques
Lip balm
ingredient
Dutch export
Tour of duty
Sitar music
Pre-entree
course
Stabilized
Secret message
Caddie’s
offering
Bien’s opposite
Mountain lakes
Headache
intensifier
J.F.K. postings
Dead heat
Antique auto
Western wolf
Having a bite
Jacob’s twin
Methuselah’s
father
Viña ___ Mar,
Chile
Lackluster
Spine-tingling
Tropical Asian
starling
“C’___ la vie!”
Jason’s ship
Red-bearded
god
Green-eyed
monster
Small drum
Pro’s foe
Actress Dern

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
24
28

22

21

29

30

37

25
31

32

33

43

44

59

36

64

65

49
52

55

60

35

45

48
51

54

34

40

47

50

13

27

42

46

12

23

39

38

41

58

26

11

Pu

53

56

57

61

62
68

63

66

67

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76
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70 Place to pray
71 Don Juan’s
mother
72 Sachet scent
73 Tickled
74 Pool division
75 Part of an act
76 Building
additions
Down
1 Rousing cheers
2 Slave girl of
opera
3 Canvasback kin
4 Poison plant
5 Roadside sign
6 Furrow
7 Camera part

8 Praying ___
9 Dimethyl sulfate,
e.g.
10 Tough
11 Jai ___
12 Theater box
13 Toxic element
21 Flyspeck
23 First-class
25 Facts and figures
26 Speed skater
Heiden
28 Free-for-all
29 Perform penance
30 Drudgery
32 Disadvantaged
34 Distribute
35 Furry pinnipeds
36 Rejoice
38 Hobnob

43
44
47
51
52
55
57
58
59
60
61
63
64
65
68
69

It’s overhead
Boring
Life saver
Tessera site
Steamy
Cobs
Kitchen
appliance
Monopoly
square
Sicilian city
Egyptian solar
deity
Christmas
season
Formal dance
Track shape
Many wines
Skedaddled
Duffer’s dream

Find the answers in the extras section of sdsucollegian.com
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Greek Man, Woman of the Month
Greek Life would like to recognize John
Michael Schuh as Greek Man of the
Month for September.
Schuh is an Elk Point native majoring
in economics with a business specialization at South Dakota State. He is a member of the Delta Chi fraternity and serves
as the treasurer.
He works with the Brookings Public Library to help set up the annual book sale and works with the Habitat for Humanity to help teach building
skills through their Women Build program. Schuh is involved in Pride of the
Dakotas Marching Band, Concert Choir,
Statesmen, Changemakers Club, Collegiate Entrepreneurship and State A Thon
as a morale captain. He exemplifies his
fraternity’s value of developing character
through his participation in campus organiations and work within the community.
Schuh said he has gained skills that will
benefit him as a professional.
“Greek life has given me the experience
to adapt to the situation at hand and work
with the people around me to accomplish
similar goals,” Schuh said.

Greek Life would like to recognize Madelynn Hotchkiss as Greek Woman of the
Month for September.
Hotchkiss is a Brookings native
majoring in Mechanical Engineering
at SDSU.
She is a member of the sorority Alpha Omega Epsilon and serves as the
Membership Educator.
Hotchkiss works directly with the
Brookings High School marching
band.
She teaches the high school percussion line, where she is the front ensemble caption head, meaning she is right
below the band director. She is most
often leading rehearsals for the full
percussion section.
She tries to ingrain perfection, passion, and percussion with leadership and
friendship into her students.
Under her direction, the Brookings
High School Front Ensemble has won
the caption award for Best Front Ensemble.
Madelynn is displaying the pillars
of leadership and professionalism by
not only being involved on Exec board
with AOE, but also being a leader in
the community.
When asked about how Greek

Schuh has had multiple opportunities
and recognition from the effort he’s put
toward his community involvement and
academic pursuits. This includes receiving a vocal scholarship, traveling to west
Africa to gain international business experience and traveling to Spain with the
Concert Choir.

Life has impacted her, Hotchkiss
said, “Greek life has given me a home
on campus. There’s almost always a
friendly face in my classes to help me
with homework or exam prep in that
particular class. It has also impacted
me by providing me with a resource to
ask questions about my major in specific. Greek Life has also quite literally given me a home as I share an apartment with other Alpha Omega Epsilon
members.”
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Warning for house partygoers
SHANYA BURT
Reporter
If you’re a college student, you’ve seen them.
Backpack-clad students hooting and hollering on sidewalks in the late hours of a Friday night looking for one thing — house parties.
With Hobo Day looming near, the
Brookings Police Department wants those
looking to host a party to be aware of the
possible repercussions they may face and
what regulations to abide by.
In Brookings’ annual crime report, 115
underage consumption charges were reported last year and more than half of the alcohol-related arrests occurred during Hobo
Week.
According to BPD Lieutenant Derrick
Powers, Hobo Week is a busy time for noise
complaints and common nuisance calls.
“We typically get a noise complaint and
respond. If we see something that we can
tell is getting out of hand, we will investigate,
but for the most part, it is a noise complaint
that brings us to the area,” Powers said.
First-time hosts of a house party who receive a noise complaint are typically given a
verbal warning. If the police respond to the
same location more than once, citations for

common nuisances are issued and there is
potential jail time, according to the police
department.
The amount of citations can vary per semester, but Powers said it is enough to “put a
crimp in a college student’s style.”
Tenants of Rent in Brookings, a property
rental company, face further repercussions
for hosting house parties.
According to the company’s spokesperson, if the police are called to a property for
a noise complaint, Rent in Brookings tenants face eviction even if they are first-time
offenders.
Dairy manufacturing graduate student
Lauren Chirnside attended several house
parties her freshman and sophomore years
in college but isn’t interested in hosting any.
“I would never personally host one because I don’t want people to damage my
house or have to clean up the mess afterwards,” Chirnside said.
Powers’ main piece of advice is to be
aware.
“We live in a college town, we understand house parties will happen,” Powers
said. “The thing is to respect your neighbors.
Make sure you understand that other people
are living around you.”

Sports
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TRIUMPH
PERSEVERANCE:

Remembering the top five football games in Hobo Day history
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor

T

  he South Dakota State
football team will host
Northern Iowa in the 105th
Hobo Day game. The first Hobo
Day game was Nov. 2, 1912, when
then South Dakota State College
defeated Yankton College 6-3.
This will be the third time the
Jacks will play the Panthers on
Hobo Day. The teams have split
the two previous meetings with
UNI winning the last one 10-7
2015.
Head coach John Stiegelmeier said the Jacks’ role in making
homecoming special is winning
the game.
“I think it ties into the university more now that we brought
back the tradition and big game
aspect to it,” Stiegelmeier said.
“They don’t have a special place
in the press guide for the opening game, but they do for rivalries
and Hobo Day. So it [Hobo Day]
is a chance to make your mark on
history.”
This will be Stiegelmeier’s
21st Hobo Day game.
SDSU has an overall record of
60-38-5 on Hobo Day, but have
lost three out of their last four.

SDSU has played South Dakota the most out of any school on
Hobo Day, as they have played 31
times, but have not played since
1991.
There have been many great
Hobo Day games in the last 104
years. With the help of SDSU
alumnus, Keith Jensen, who has
gone to every Hobo Day game
since 1971, here’s the top five:
5. 1975: SDSU 24, USD 22
SDSU led USD 21-14 midway
through the fourth quarter when
USD intercepted a pass in the end
zone. The Coyotes then scored a
touchdown and converted a twopoint conversion to take a 22-21
lead.
The Jacks came back with a
14-play drive and Dan DeLaHunt
hit a game-winning field goal.
4. 1950: SDSU 21, North
Dakota University 21
This one would have been
higher had it not been a tie, but it
is probably the craziest ending in
a Hobo Day game.
SDSU was trailing 21-7 in
the fourth quarter when running
back Warren Williamson scored
a touchdown putting them within seven. Williamson scored again
with no time remaining making
the score 21-20.

The extra point from George
Medchill was blocked, but NDU
was offsides. This allowed the
Jacks a second chance at it and
Medchill kicked it through, ending the game in a tie.
3. 1998: SDSU 30, Nebraska-Omaha 27
This game was a back-andforth affair. The score was tied at
17 in the fourth quarter when SDSU’s Andy Rennerfeldt connected
with Steve Hieden for a 68-yard
touchdown.

“

SO IT [HOBO DAY] IS
A CHANCE TO MAKE
YOUR MARK ON
HISTORY.
JOHN STIEGELMEIER
Head football coach

UNO drove down the field to
tie it and lined up to take the lead
with 51 seconds left on a 36-yard
field goal. The field goal was good,
but UNO was flagged for an illegal motion penalty. The field goal
was then missed from 41 yards
and the Hobo Day game went to

overtime for the first time ever.
The teams traded field goals,
sending it to a second overtime.
That was when Paul Kosel missed
his second field goal of the game.
SDSU got the ball next and Brett
Gorden made a 23-yard field goal
to give the Jacks the win.
“This one I remember because
they had to have a couple extra
sessions,” Jensen said. “It was interesting that their kicker missed
two field goals and we were able
to take advantage of it.”
2. 1989: SDSU 13, Morningside 12
This game was a wild one due
to one factor: the weather. The
game started on Saturday when
the Jacks took the field against
Morningside.
Morningside had a 6-0 lead at
halftime, before SDSU’s D.J. Wessel recovered a punt in the end
zone in the third quarter to tie the
game at 6. SDSU took a 13-6 lead
after a 78-yard touchdown pass
from Shane Bouman to J.D. Berreth.
With 9:01 remaining in the
game, the teams went to the locker room because of lightning. The
game was postponed until the
next day.
When they resumed play,

Morningside scored a touchdown
late in the fourth quarter. SDSU’s
Doug Miller blocked the extra
point and the Jacks hung on and
won 13-12 in a game that spanned
two days.
“I remember this one because
of the lightning and being upset that we had to evacuate. But I
think I was more mad because of
the way we were playing against
Morningside,” Jensen said.
1. 1985: SDSU 24, USD 12
This game is ranked first due
to the implications of the game.
USD came into the game undefeated and ranked No. 1 in Division II and beat the Jacks 33-18
earlier in the season.
SDSU came out red hot.
Quarterback Mike Busch threw
a touchdown and ran for one as
well. Kicker K.C. Johnson added three field goals and the Jacks
were up 22-0.
USD scored two touchdowns
in the fourth to put them within two scores, but the Jacks got
a safety and put the exclamation
point on a huge rivalry victory.
“This was the best one because of the ranking and the way
we handled them from start to
finish,” Jensen said. “It was what
you would call a thrashing.”
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Jacks carry momentum into Hobo Day game
TRENT ABREGO
Sports Reporter
In the 105th Hobo Day game,
the No. 7 South Dakota State
Jacks will be favored against the
unranked Northern Iowa Panthers.
SDSU will be fresh off their
49-14 win Southern Illinois. The
win moved the Jacks up two
spots in the FCS STATS poll.
Head coach John
Stiegelmeier said he believes
his team is at a middle ground.
They aren’t the team that lost
19-7 to Youngstown State, but
they might not be the team that
dominated Southern Illinois 4914.
The Panthers enter with a
record of 2-3.
“(UNI) shouldn’t have lost
to Western Illinois. I’m not
so sure if the Western Illinois
coach would disagree with me,
and against Southern Utah they
gave up way too many big plays,
and they played Iowa State
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian
tough, so, to me they are a much
Senior
wide
receiver
Jake
Wieneke
catches
a
touchdown
pass during a 49-14 win
better team than their record
over Southern Illinois. The Jacks host Northern Iowa in the Hobo Day game Saturday.
says,” Stiegelmeier said.
On offense, the Panthers
fective for UNI as well. Through MVFC, allowing 31 points per
struggle to move the ball. They
five games, Dunne has the 14th
game and 450 yards per game.
are the third-worst offensive
most
passing
yards
in
all
of
the
A big question for the Panteam in the Missouri Valley ConFootball
Championship
Subdithers
will be how they deference. UNI averages 368 yards
fend Jake Wieneke and Dalper game. The Panthers field the vision.
“I think the Dunne kid is a
las Goedert who have not persecond-best MVFC passing atreally
good
quarterback,
he
has
formed to their high standards,
tack.
a strong arm, but I don’t know
but still require attention.
Leading the charge for the
if
their
line
is
up
to
quality
as
it
Wieneke and Goedert will
Panthers has been senior wide
normally
is,”
Stiegelmeier
said.
look
to bounce back this week
receiver Daurice Fountain, who
Dunne has been sacked 15
after the Saluki defense held
has scored four touchdowns.
times in five games, which averthem to 57 combined yards.
“I don’t think you can shut
ages
out
to
three
times
a
game.
As for the rest of the Jacks,
down that Fountain kid, I think
The
Jackrabbit
defense
hunthey
plan to attack the defensive
you have to limit the amount of
weakness of the Panthers, which
chances for big plays he can have kered down and only allowed 14
points against the Saluki offense may lead to a balanced offensive
because he’s a premier receiver
attack.
in this league,” Stiegelmeier said. while forcing two turnovers.
Northern Iowa struggles deKickoff is slated for 2 p.m.
Junior quarterback Eli
fensively
this
year.
They
have
Saturday
at Dana J. Dykhouse
Dunne has been extremely efthe third-worst defense in the
Stadium.

Tradition brings Jacks
football team together
CARSON HERBERT
Sports Reporter
In the month leading up to Hobo
Day, the South Dakota State football team has joined other members of the university and let
their facial hair grow for the One
Month Club.
Coaches and players on the
team have set their razors aside
in the middle of the season in anticipation of the biggest one-day
event in the Dakotas.
Head coach John Stiegelmeier, who is in his 20th year leading
the Jackrabbits, said this isn’t the
first year the team has gotten involved.
“I’ve been around here a long
time and I believe in tradition
and how it can pull a team together,” Stiegelmeier said. “Five
or six years ago we said that nobody can shave. We may be the
grubbiest group in America, but
it shows that we’re dedicated to
South Dakota State,” Stiegelmeier said.
Nearly every player on the
Jackrabbit roster is participating
in the month-long contest. One
of those players is junior quarterback Taryn Christion. While
other players have gone a month
without shaving, an agreement
with his offensive line has led
Christion to grow his facial hair
out all season.
“I love those guys,” Christion
said. “It’s a big deal to them and
they take pride in me not shaving.”
Christion added that he’s done
the One Month Club every year
and will do it again next year.
“It’s a fun thing to do together
as a team since it’s a simple thing
like shaving your face. I’ve participated in it every single year I’ve

been here so far. “
While Stiegelmeier said the
team’s main focus during Hobo
Week is on Saturday’s matchup
against Northern Iowa, the team’s
lone tradition during the weeklong celebration is special to the
program.
“For 30 days, it connects us
with South Dakota State at a
deeper level,” Stiegelmeier said.
“By doing this, we are saying that
we are a part of this great university and that we are following the
tradition.”
Stiegelmeier added that he
and the players are hoping to
continue participating in the One
Month Club tradition for many
years to come.
“Some day when I leave here,
I think the players will have that
heartbeat and the baton will be
passed to whoever the next football coach is and I think it will
only get stronger,” Stiegelmeier said.
The team is also looking into
rewarding participants by giving
out special awards at the conclusion of the contest in the future.
In his third season as part of
the Jackrabbit program, Christion reflected on the traditions
like these that go on outside of
playing on the gridiron.
“Little things like this are
what you remember coming out
of a program like this,” Christion said. “You are going to forget
about the football games eventually in life, but are going to remember all of the fun things
that you did as a player with the
team.”
The bearded Jackrabbits will
kick off against Northern Iowa
at 2 p.m. in the Hobo Day game
at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium in
Brookings.

FIRST CHANCE

BONANZA
P RCA RO D E O

BULL RIDING | BARREL RACING | BAREBACK RIDING | TEAM ROPING
MUTTON BUSTIN’ | BOOT SCRAMBLE | BARRELMAN COMEDY
SADDLE BRONC | STEER WRESTLING | TIE-DOWN

NOVEMBER 3 & 4

swiftel center
7:30pm nightly

BUNDLE DEAL!
T-SHIRT + RODEO TICKET FOR $25!
TICKET VALID FOR NOVEMBER 3 | ADVANCE SALES

PRODUCED BY

WWW. SWIFTELCENTER. CO M
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>> HOBO DAY HISTORY
Continued from A1
For 2014’s Grand Pooba Scott
Deslauriers, Bum-A-Meal “rises to
the top” of his favorite events leading up to Hobo Day.
“The opportunity to meet a
family one doesn’t know and enjoy
a meal around a table is an incredibly unique experience,” Deslauriers
said. “Bum-A-Meal fulfills a central
goal of Hobo Day, which is to connect the university and the community.”
The Hobo Day parade is unbeatable for Wermedal, though.
He reminisced about hobo-mobiles and the committee working
together to push the Bummobile
through the parade when it was
DIGITAL LIBRARY OF SOUTH DAKOTA (DLSD) less than functional. It felt like the
entire town and student commuStudents eat bum stew by Coolidge Sylvan Theatre on South Dakota State College campus (1957). After welcoming the opposing
team at the railroads, students got cans of soup from home’s with porch lights on and made bum stew over bonfires back on campus. nity came together for the parade,

>> ALUMNI
Continued from A1
“Even though I graduated at
Northern, my heart was still a Jackrabbit,” Boekelheide said.
The Pride is one of the main reasons Wayne Hopkins comes back to
Hobo Day from Arlington, having only
missed five celebrations.
Hopkins plays tuba in the alumni band every five years, reminiscent
of his time marching in the Pride and
his high school band in the Hobo Day
parade.
“I feel at home on campus even
though it’s not my home anymore,”
Hopkins said.
The change of the leaves, the
changing layout of campus and how
old friends have grown draw alumni
back to SDSU each year, according to
Fouberg.
“The number of times you will hear
someone shout or see the running hug
of two people who haven’t seen one
another in a long time is just a great
kind of ‘welcome home’ environment,”
Fouberg said. “You feel like you are being welcomed home.”

Wermedal said.
Before the big day, there’s
Hobolympics, formerly known as
the Great Hobo Race, on Wednesday night. This will be the second
year of the revamped Hobolympics, followed by the Bum Over
Thursday, an event dating further back, in which students build
a shanty village out of cardboard
boxes.
On the morning of Hobo Day,
the grand pooba is headquartered
at “Pooba Corner,” Deslauriers said,
which is the intersection of Medary
Avenue and North Campus Drive.
“The ability to literally see the
work of more than a year of planning and implementation by the
entire committee come together creates an intense pride and humility in contributing to this more
than a century-old tradition,” Deslauriers said.

Sociology department students, faculty raise
money for Brookings-area poverty programs
MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
Students and faculty in the
Department of Sociology and
Rural Studies are tackling
homelessness and poverty in
Brookings. Hobo Day is their
catalyst to achieve that.
Julie Yingling, an assistant professor in the department, helped start the Hobos
Help Out campaign to raise
money for programs in the
Brookings area. South Dakota State’s homecoming celebration brings attention to
the issue because of its historical relevance.
“Hobos as a group, back
in the day, were migrant
workers who were impoverished and had to find work.
[They] often had families,

who would then take the
train back a season later, a
year later to their families.
It’s a group that historically has struggled to find work
and to survive,” Yingling said.
“So for celebrating, honoring or incorporating (poverty and homelessness awareness) into the homecoming
celebration, to me, is a natural extension.”
One in five Brookings residents lives in poverty, according to the 2015 American Community Survey fiveyear estimates. That’s higher than the national average
at 13.5 percent, according to
the 2015 U.S. Census Bureau
Survey.
But poverty is hidden in
Brookings and the city has a
“huge food insecurity prob-

lem,” said Patricia Ahmed,
a lecturer in the department. It even includes students. Ahmed said she’s seen
many students struggle while
working full time and attending school.
Hobos Help Out will
take donated nonperishable
food items and monetary donations to the Brookings
Food Pantry and the Family Self-Sufficiency Program.
There will be food drop-off
stands outside Bozieds, Sully’s, and Pints and Quarts
during the parade; and money can be brought to the
Main Street Cottonwood
during Hobo Week to enter a
raffle for a gift card.
The group will also have
a float in the parade to educate and “try to get some-

thing good out of Hobo Day,”
according to Ruthie Wienk,
a graduate student working
with the group.
“It’s not just enough to
know about it,” Wienk said.
“Here’s the problem, but then
here’s something we can do
to come alongside and provide a solution.”
Margaretha Tinglund,
sophomore sociology major,
is involved to make a positive impact on the celebration and thinks others can do
their part.
“A lot of little things is
still a lot,” Tinglund said.
The group doesn’t have a
huge goal for their first year,
just “a few hundred dollars,”
according to Yingling. But
they’d like to make this a part
of Hobo Day in the long run.
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HOBO DAY. OUR DAY.
Grab your bindle, attach your buttons, smear some dirt on your face
and wander.
South Dakota State is celebrating 105 years of Hobo Day, the biggest one-day event in the Dakotas.
How will you bum around?
Test your strength in arm wres-

tling competitions at Bum Over
or cheer on the Jacks in the Hobo
Day game? However you participate, embrace the spirit of the
week.
Show pride for your school,
love your friends, have fun and
seek adventure.
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